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“Almost immediately after amiving iIn Warmun, | recognised
many residents didn’t have meaningful employment, whichled to
financial strain, boredom and the associated policing issues,” said
sgt Bil.

Through speaking with several Elders, Sgt Bill discovered
many residents couldn’t get a job because they didn’t hold a
driver licence.

“Many residents struggled with the basics, things we toke for
granted, like reading and writing, and were unable to provide
sufficient identity documents to commence the licersing process,”
said sgt Bill.

“This was something | identified we could overcome if we
worked together, so us police officers In Warmun bullt trust in
the community and showed Ifs residents what they could achieve
whenthey belleved in themselves.

“As on agent for the Department of Transport, | simplified the
process for our local people. | remember the first person who
came into the police station to take his driver licence test; he
passed and then told everyone in the community. From there it
snowbdlled, Now many residents have obtained not only driver
licences but also fulHime jobs.”

Sgt Bill scid effective communication was essential in his role.
“It's the key. You must build frust and rappert with everyone,
not only the community but dlso agencles, so everyone's on the
same page and working towards the same outcome,” said Sgt Bill.
“You have to be welcome on country, so you can live and work
safely in the community. Take an inferest in the local culture,
history and beliefs. Show respect. Be honest. Encourage all to
do better. Be firm but always fair.

“As a police officer working In @ community, you're a role
model.”

Sgt Bill fold Police News gaining acceptance in the community
wes the biggest challenge he faced on ariving in Warmun two
yearsago.

“You're the new police officerin town. The locals had finlly got
to know the previous officer, and then they fransfered out fo
another posting. You have fo continue their great work whie
policing in your own way and obtaining acceptance from the
community,” said Sgt Bill.

“It doesn’t happen overnight. It takes fime to gain frust. | guess
I'm a litfle fortunate because my wife, Mel, is Aboriginal and knew
the challenges.

“Mel and | have formed wonderful relctionships In Warmun.
We're the godparents of alocal girl, something of which we feel
extremely proud.”
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Sgt Bill said the 2021 Nine News WA Police Excellence Awards
prize wes the greatest individual accomplishment of his policing
career.

“This honour is the biggest thing that’s happened to me in the
Job so far and something that's really out of my comfort zone,”
said Sgt Bill.

“I've had some tremendous support from many colleagues,
fiends, relafives and members of the wider public, not only while
working in Wamun but also throughout my 25-year policing career.
Without that tremendous support, | don't think | would’ve received
thisaward.”

Sgt Bill told Police News the nomination came as a shock, but
he appreciated the recognition for him and the other individual
category finalists, Sergeant Andy Galbraith, and Senior Constable
Nathan Smith.

“I wass really surprised at being nominated in the first place.
Like most police officers, | go to work because | enjoy what | do,
ond | want to make a difference. | don't go to work to win awaords,”
said Sgt Bill.

“Iwas somewhat embarrassed when | was announced as the
award winner because | know and I've worked alongside the other
finalists, and | know what terific work they do in their respective
communities.”

SgtBillhas asimple, succinct message formen andwomenof dll
ages who aspire tobecome officers inthe WA Police Force: go forit.

“It's a job that's challenging at imes but also rewarding. There's
never a dull moment. You don’t know what each day is going to
bring. You get fo work in some amazing places throughout WA,
meet all kinds of wonderful people and make lifelong friendshios
along the way,” said Sgt Bill.

Recently promoted to the renk of sergeant, Sgt Bill is leaving
Warmun to become the Community and Youth Engagement
Coordinator in Midiand.

Nerthampton Police Statien pipped Fitzroy Crossing Police
Station ond the Armadcle Mut-Agency Investigation and Support
Team's Child Abuse Squad fo the 2021 Nine News WA Police
Excellence Awards team prize.

The 2021 Nine News WA Police Excellence Awards judges
honoured the Northampton Police Station team for their cohesive
work In keeping local residents safe in challenging circumstances.
When Severe Tropical Cyclone Seroja made londfall in Aprl, officers
Immediately sprang into action, establishing o command post at
Northampton Police Station to ensure the community understood
the threat. Together, they built a culture of support, safety and
security during a time of disastef
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A WA Pdice Force dificer for o quarterof acentury, Sat Bil s no
stranger to regonal policing hoving served in fhe Coldfielcs.
Pilbara and Kimberley areos. o well os several mehop olifan

SatBilland the station’s officerin charas Brevet Senior
Sergeant Phil Coredge. operate the Warmun Mulhi-Funetiond
Police Focility [MFPFL which is located 3000 kilormetres north-
east of Perh. The MFPFcovens nat only Wanmun but ko many
saller corrmunifies including bow River, Crocodle Hele, Doon
Doon. Frog Holows Gen Hill and Wuggobun, Also housed af the
WFPFis ¢ child protec tion and faril v support efficer with whom Sgt

Eoth of cur ernun-bosed members are avaleble 24 hous o
day, seven doys o week, 343 doys a yvear. lke ol officens working
in rerrole communifies. their ore fough gigs. bul gigs thel are

Sgrl Bill fold Police News that Warmun had a great support
network. from the local and surounding schodtecchers to the
Aboriginal Eiders, which helped dlleviale some of the pressure
on hirn and his colleogues. His first impressions of the fown wiere
what sparked ideas of how he could build bridges with community
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